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A triumph §
for democracy

LORDS REFORM: End of the line for

hereditary peers

HE 600-year-old right

of hereditary peers to

make the United
Kingdom’s laws ended
yesterday with a' whimper,
rather than a bang. Apart
from the antics of the heir
to a dukedom resulting
from Charles II's liaison
with Nell Gwynn, Britain’s -
peerage left the
parliamentary stage quietly,
with only 81 votesi recorded .
against the most significant
constitutional change this
century. .

It was a fitting, low-key
conclusion to a tradition
that has long outlived its
usefulness. The 21st century
is dawning, and the

_ privileges handed out for
good and bad reasons to
favourites of kings, queens
and governments down the
years have no place in
today’s world. Everyone has
a right to their opinion —
and no doubt many
hereditary peers will
continue to speak out —
but in an age of equality no
one should have a special
place by virtue of birth
alone.

Tony Blair has achieved a
fundamental reform, by
virtue of his huge majority,
that has defied the wishes of
vious prime ministers
dating back to Liberal
attempts in 1911. But the
removal of the unqualified
rights of hereditary peers is
only the first stage of his
revolution. To minimise the
opposition from hordes of
dukes, earls and viscounts,
he struck a deal with the
Tories that ensured that 92
of their number would be
chosen — by themselves —
" to continue sitting until a
new upper house is devised.

It could be described as an
Irish solution to a British
problem, which will leave
the Lords represented, at
least until after the next
election, by a mix of life
peers and a small but active
band of hereditaries, mostly
nominated and elected by
the political parties.

There is a place in
practically every developed
nation for an upper
-.chamber, wh:;e citizens
with an expe gained
either in politics, business,
trade unions or other walks
‘of life have a chance to .
monitor legisiation from the

Not just the Houses of
Parliament, but the whole

structure of the nation itself

- is undergoing a quiet
transformation, not before
time. Other conntrl;s'
throughout Europe have
developed regional
institutions,
government closer to the
people, and this has been
Mr Blair’s vision. ' -

Devolution for Scotiand and

Wales will necessitate
another look at .
representation in the -~
Conimons, as well as in the
successor to the Lords, and
Northern Ireland must not
be left behind. " | .

At present Northern Ireland‘ -

is represented by hereditary
peers, both interested and
_disinterested, plusa
selection of mostly political
appointments, as former
politicians or political
activists. Almost an

would be better, with a
working Assembly,

hopefully, nominating lts

own choices,
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Across: 1 Whist, 4 Conform, 8 Onset, Bedtimes, 10 Gel, 11 Hold
forth, 12 Tare, 13 Clue, 18 Elaborate 20 Ohm, 21 Intrude 22
Track 23 Garment 24 Rider.
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EXCLUS

. FIRST of all it should be empha-
sised that as far as the people of =
Northern Ireland are concerned failure
is not an option.

When asked ‘Do you want the review
of the Belfast Agreement to be success-
ful?’ 85% said Yes. Ninety eight per-
cent of Alliance voters said Yes fol-
lowed by the SDLP at 96%, Sinn Fein

the DUP at 58%.

UUP and PUP at 91% and

. BUT the people of Northern lreland
never like to get their hopes up too much.
When asked ‘Do you think the review of
the Belfast Agreement will be successful?’
only 44% said Yes. '

The most optimistic were the Alliance
voters at 72% followed by the SDLP at
63% then Sinn Fein and the UUP both at
45%, PUP at 41% and DUP at 21%. The
people of Northern Ireland are notoriously
sceptical about peace processes, they have
every reason to be.

Yet 85% of them want the Mitchell
Review to be the second exception to
prove that rule. But how?
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from Sinn Fein.

another query. Does
work at the CAB?

help on the day”.
provide it.
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web site address |,

Catholic School principals

have been aware of such devrous-

"TO THE POINT

CITIZEN SEEKING ADVICE: I
recently had cause to turn to the Citizens’
Advice Bureau in a quest for information.

I WANT to praise Jim 7nes in trying to get young
Digney, principal of Sacred children brought into  their
Heart Primary School, Dun- ~ ampign to disband the RUC.
drum, for his e in It is not surprising that one of
ing out about the letter  their so-called spokesman stated
sent to and other Roman the letter was- “private and

shouldn’t have been handled in
this way”. In other words “we
didn’t want the Protestants/

v, o Unionists/Press to find out about

Only g‘:{tw oﬂ:‘r‘ourlatestdmysouroeofaeoon
: g—mmded people would not against thé RUC. '

rSmnFemaretelhngusto

. by a member of the

accept them as democrats who
wan;lf)eaoe and a better future

and still they ﬂout therr
stop yo ta t
roa;:ly unt%" personal sagty and
cross-community building simply
bemusemsbeingta l;t'(t:othem

I hope all decent right-thinking .
involved who want au

tter future “for ﬂreu childreri

\mllnotallowthemtobeusedas

political footballs and to be brain-
washd by Sinn Fein.

If a child was knocked down in
a road accident or molested, or
an attem madetoabdueth:m
who wo dgettheblamefornot
warmng these children about
e road ‘safe awarelrjrﬂem or %e

ers edophiles — why
. the RUC ol;aoourse' As usual
shey are in a nowin ‘situation,
damnedlftheydoanddamnedlf

t they don’t.

-outrightly condemn this latest

www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk. e-mall address is edltor@belfosﬂele raph.co. uk:f

Principal showed courage|

I'hope that other principals will
also have the courage of their
convictions to stand up to this
blatant intimidation and to
support and back their coll e
Jim Digney. I fervently hope

insidious attemipt to further
undermine and alienate the RUC
by usmg the children in their

STAND UP AND' BE
COUNTED,
Co Down. ‘

I am no further on in my quest for the -
information I sought, but I now have

1 spent a frustrating day teleplsoning
several branches of CAB and being
answered by a machine on each occasion. -

This friendly machine directed me to
another telephone number ““if you need

I did need help — the number did not

1 still have not managed to get an
appointment. Will the CAB be
its name to the Citizens’ Advice Answer-
ing Machines, due to the apparent lack of
human contact at their offices?

MILLENNIUM MEETINGS: BBC1 is
currently planning 2000 Today’’, a live
programme to be broadcast over 27 hours
on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
This unique television event will involve

planning on meeting up again with people
from their distant past over this period.
Stories will be dealt with in strictest

tsonthePlannlngServlee.The’y
operate virtually as a dicta

being erected without permission and you
are ignored. If you press them they will

. :
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: .
¢ YOUR article on NHS gest entrtled “‘Welfare pride and joy! electorate. ,
¢ fraud (Oct 2‘} will gladden Reform” ernment What shocked me was Mr Field resigned from-
o the hearts many who muusterFrankFle the scale of fraud that Mr  ministerial he
any human actually ¢ resent the extra tax burden Mr Field was amnted Field revealed. realised as he sald “instead
o that NHS fraud im in 1997 by Tony ntly we are being of targeting the fraudsters,
® upon the honest citizens of sort out Bntams fraud- taxed to compensate for Government was penalising
o this welfare state. ridden welfare and losses amounting to not just the genuinely sick and dis-
¢  However, I wonder how many of .us ‘were elated at millions, but tens of -abled” or in other words,
¢ many feel the dispair which the that at least billions, and the re rather than  incur |
o I and many like me experi- action was. '?nesndmg that of Government to bear displeasure, the ' taxpayer.
$ ence when we read articles would down on welfare cheats can burden! = -
e such as that contained in sore” wluch is a because of the possible - JOHN FINLAY,
¢ this month’s Reader’s Di- system that should our reacuon of certain of the Ifast 14
e , “
[
: Stock just keeps
.
: rolling along...
3
:.l'l‘was with a sense of fuel contained any

wonderment, that I an
read an article recently
in the Belfast Tele-
raph, where
ranshnk alluded to
the fact that trains, }
whilst old and prone ]
to mechanical failure,

anti-sludge additives,

NIR, being still
under pubhc owner-
ship, is effectively at

ent, a government
hose deputy leader,

broadcasters across the world and will be are still safe. Jhe day °§1Pa(dgmzt°f)'
ou someone Tail cras ct

'e;overlngoe}el;:r‘:t:ons the length and please tell me how if a “£1bn is not a lot

readth y train is gushing diesel where, safety is con-
A number of reunions worldwide and from the engine out & d”.

nationwide are planned during the broad- over the water tank “ An easy thing to say [

cast and we would be interested to hear onto the ground and about nultrac and

from any individuals or groups who are smoke pouring out of train operating

it due to the heat of-
the engine, as wit-"
gessed l(l)ltll thg London-
de e m

a.n:lry others last w
it can be deemed company he does
safe? have control over?

In light of the Pad-m Has it come to the
dington rail disaster,stage where train
where it is suspected crews are going to
that an anti-sludge, have to carry tin
additive in the diesélfbuckets to conserve
exploded causing the™fuel due to leaks, or
fireball which claimed maybe put u; fares to
most of the lives lost, compensate fuel loss.

can Translink honestl
say that this specnﬁy ‘CONCERNED
EMPLOYEE,

-train was safe? I would
.also like to know if the Ballymena

anies not under

s direct control. So
how come £100m is
much to ask for a
eet of new trains for

t'm

LESLEY PAINE,

’

e mercy of govern- |

hn Prescott said on |

I WAS most interested
in recent letters re-
garding our railways.
As a regular
commuter between
Bangor and Lisburn, I
pity the platform staff
who bear the brunt of
glamts regarding
mechanical failures,
punctuality be‘:c They
appear to getting
mcg% and more frus-
trated.
I note that last week
only 20 trains — 1

Let’s e back on track

understand about 66

of the fleet — are fit
for service. The week
before, NIR had
apparently no train to

operate the Portrush
line on several
occasions.

I feel for the train
staff and indeed the
railway management
who appear to be to-
tally at the mercy of
those who hold " the
pursestrings.

The government im-

plore us to use public
transport. Perhaps
they should have said,-
as 50 often seems the..

case, ‘exce] tm North- [

ern Ireland’

It’s about time our ;

politicians took an in&
terest. The
line is cryin,
investment.
is the answer, given-
investment.

FRUSTRATED

COMMUTER,
Bangor.

out for

side with the offender or clam up and
refuse to discuss the matter.
They will refuse an application from
one person for a development and a short I AM t the treat- trast to Friday October 15,
time later grant planning consent to pr- when we losyt supply for

ment of customers by
NIE.

i

one and a half hours after

down and promote staff

well—bem
gvemsement says

|Turned off by NIE service

and

They boasted in the paper recently teatime. On that occasion that they have spend Ballyblack?
about taking action against estate agents é)nlggndasyulastl (O?rgfr)l we rang NIE and, surprise, millions of pounds upgrad- Judging by the fit
displaying billboards, yet they have done 9.40pm. We were off for 40 SUIPrise nobody even ing their telephone system g ure%1 ngl’¥d a are- ||
nothing about the huge monument which minutes, but the supply answered the telephone. and are interested in the hglders’ must felelnth:yage-
has been erected on DoE ground at was off again two more ~_ 1 am informed b wﬁgﬁf’, etting good value from Dr
Poleglass roundabout on the Stewartstown times up untll midnight. insider that someone t{)rgot Wh Dr P Kk flaren :
Road in Belfast. ‘ On our first attempt to :gacmgcgn'the answering Harenengo:: tor pu?trtﬁe I fear, however, that the |
Taxpayers are paying the quite sub- tele hone NIE we were consumer before the share- consumer may have a dif-
stantial salaries of these public servants by an automated voice ~ NIE have just launched holder? ferent view.
but would appear to be receiving a poor that tgey were too busy to  a new advertising cam mgn When will he realise that RAYMOND WATSON
return for their money. take our call using their own st emergency repair does not Ballyblack,
y g 8
PLANNING BLUES, This is in oomplete con- great idea to keep costs constitute good practice Newtownards -

tive maintenance on older
lines like the supply to

undertake preventa-

Banor .
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