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BLAIR POINTS

By Desmond McCartan and Martina Purdy

THE PRIME Minister is working on

lans for

a new constitutional formula aimed at breaking
the deadlock at the multi-party negotiations.

Details of the proposals,
leaked to the Press today,
indicate Tony Blair is dis-
cussing ideas that would
involve a power-sharing
assembly with a limited
role for Dublin.

But SDLP depugl leader
Seamus Mallon dismissed
newspaper reports about the
range and scope of north-
south bodies as ‘‘inaccu-
rate.” ’

The Daily Telegraph report
suggested the Prime Minister
was in favour of making the
Belfast-Dublin axis secondary
to a Council of the Isles,
representin§ Assemblies in
Northern Ireland Scotland,
Wales and the Republic.

Speaking on BBC’s Inside-

Politics programme, Mr
Mallon also said some ele-
ments of the proposals
contained nothing new.

“There has never been a
suggestion within the talks
process that, in effect, the
north-south bodies in relation
to the island of Ireland would
in any way be secondary or
subsidiary to the Council of
the Isles.

“I think this is a flier. I
think it is being done for
particular reasons and I think
we will find very very clearly
there is no substance to it.”

The proposals are being
seen as a possible alternative
to the Framework Proposals
which are unacceptable to
unionists but viewed as the
minimum acceptable for Sinn
Fein.

Although Mr Blair would
not be drawn on the report,
he said it was a question of
seekin% “the best  arrange-
ment for the future” in the

quest for a political agree-

ment. .
But officials travelling with
Mr Blair, who is currently in

Power
sharing
assembly
on cards

Japan, confirmed the ideas,
including -a-.!{Council of the
Isles”,  wer& being con-
sidrlglr,ed. ‘ 4 aft.

e report surfaced after a
meeting glo tgl;‘égn yesterdtil‘y
between British Irish officials
attempting to hammer outa
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Poles

apart

on the road

to peace

By Martina Purdy

A J;IUGE difference
of opinion exists ‘be-
tween how Protes-
tants and Catholics
believe a lasting

peace can best be
secured in Northern

heads of agreement to be put Ireland, a survey
to the talks participants reveals today.
shortl In a wide-ranging

Altﬁou h the leak was
likely to have been intended
to kick-start substantive
negotiations, it was also seen
as an attempt to determine
how Dublin and the SDLP
will react to the ideas.

Meanwhile, Dr Mowlam is
to attend a meeting of the
talks’ liaison subcommittee on
confidence building measures
on Tuesday to respond to the
parties’ concerns over
prisoners.

In answer to a question
from PUP spokesman David
Ervine, the Government said
it was committed to having all
confidence building measures
discussed in the talks process
at committee level.

Political development
minister Paul Murphy said the
Irish government had agreed
that it too would have a
minister at the committee
when it meets in future.

This is thought to be one of
the key elements in determin-
ing: whether. the  PUP will
tomgrrow night vote to return
to talks on Monday.

...and now

for the

good news

man got to the hospital

Leading the wa
vigit to Japan

y: Prime Minister Tony Blair in Tokyo during his

©Bill of

survey published in
the Ifast Telegraph,
70% of Protestants
questioned said the
most important step
towards a lastin
peace was to disban
the paramilitary
groups.

But the 7grion‘ty for
Catholics (78%) was a
ights that

uaranteed equality
or all.

Complete reform of
the RUC was the
second most popular
choice for Catholics,
with 70% declaring it
essential.

Only 7% of Protes-
tants thought this
essential and placed it
as their 16th priority.

British withdrawal
was predictably the
least popular choice

for Protestants with

only 1% believing it
essential.
Catholics ranked
this as their ninth

choice, with only 46%
deeming it essential.

The survey, con-
ducted by Dr Colin
Irwin of the Institute
of Irish Studies, polled
hundreds of people in
each community. v

The -sharpest - differ--
ences included views
on the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, a retum
to barracks by the
Army, and the
Republic’s constitu-
tional claim on North-
em Ireland.

While the Stormont
talks are focussing on
political institutions,
these were not the
priorities of either
community.

The second priority
for Protestants was
stronger and effective
anti-terrorist
measures, followed by
an end to the
Republic’s constitu-
tignal claim on North-
e?li_rgtllandt,haand a Bill
o ts t guaran-
tees equality for all.

The third choice for
Catholics was a Bill of
Rights safeguarding
culture followed by
disbanding all
paramilitary groups
and a return to bar-
racks by the Army.
® See Page 8.

Further results from
the survey will be pub-
lished throu:ﬁhout next

e Belfast

week in
Telegraph.

By Noel McAdam

AMERICAN Sena-
tor Ted Kennedy was

Kennedy at Hillsh
to meet party

Bidto
keep PUP
at taks

{ngtl_uity by ackl?lqvi/-
edging very public
that tﬁere is ap ¥
community here that

has all too often been
ignored by American

today due to meet administrations in the

By Staff Reporter ¢ was critically ill and Nor);hern Ireland uk N
unconscious. political leaders in- Senator Kennedy was
AN Ulsterman on a  <‘He was given ing Ulster Union- _ also e to raise
gambling spree emergency treatment ist feader David talks process, which the issue of a new

saved a whopping
£20,000 when he
suffered a heart
attack on his way to
. a race meeting.

The man’s recovery
was speeded up when
he later heard his ‘“hot

and placed in the in-
telzfge care uni;. his
n inspec

clothes to asceurt:lgn his
identity, a staff mem-
ber found money
amounting to
£20,000.¢

Afer regaining con-

Trimble and Sinn
Fein President Gerry
Adams,

A round of talks on
the second day of Sena-
tor Kennec}y’s visit to
Northern Ireland was
also t to include

re.
sumes_on Monday, but
Mr Ervine said he
wanted to stress

‘economic and invest-

ment issues.

Mr Trimble, who has
met Senator Kennedy a
number of times in
America,

said he did -

into the events
&qu]gi)ody Sunday dur-
ing a lunch with Secre-
tary of State Mo

Mowlam at Hillsbor-
o

Kennedy said
yesterday he believed
the relatives of the vic-

tin* of a h had lost : A Progressive Unionist not want to raise any tims of Bloody Sunda
o e 1% mow resuper,  Sciousness the patient Party leader David ific issues, It i 3 had been denied the
ating at home. pe was alert enough tll: Ervine, Ulster Demo- call,” he said. truth.
The middle-aged c&gmudmﬁate_ witl cratic Party leader Gary But ~ Ulster Unionist His comments were
man . took il apjle Staff an they immedi- McMichaél and Alli- MP Roy Beggs, who to a Guildhall
An b :¢  ately reassured him ance Party leader John welcomed the Senator audience in London-
driving on the main  that his money was in Alderdice. on his first vist of the derry after which he
Imericy ublin - safe keeping. racin or Kennedy and Senator Kennedy was ‘day to the Andrew visited the Bloody Sun-
rC‘:lf'i:tm'Lgs‘ before ‘““When out of danger wife Vi at the Andrew Jackson  believed to be keen o Jatkson cottage in day memorial at
- he told nurses the Memorial Centre,. today. age the PUP to Carrickfergus, said: Rossville Street and met
He managed to flag  reason for having such R Picture by Brian Morrison stay in the Stormont “He has shown great families of the victims.

.down a passing

a large amount of

motorist who used a
mobile phone to call an
ambulance and he was
rushed to Limerick’s
regional hospital.:

A hospital source
said: ‘“‘By the time this

§

- 'l

money on his person,”’
said the source.

‘““His recovery was
helped when he found
out from another
patient that the horse
he fancied had lost.*

Mild and breezy everywhere.The west will see rain, especially during the
first half of the night, but eastern areas will be drier.There will be a fresh
to strong southerﬁy wind. Min temp 9 C (48F) generally.

FULL REPORY ON BACK PAGE

Later today Senator

Kennedy was also
scheduled "to chat to 20
Protestant and Catholic

0 le from Bel-
¢ 5t b O

Hall
tion hosted by m
Mayor Alban

uring his visit to
Carrick the Senator said
he was delighted to wvisit
the homestead of
Andrew Jackson, foun-
der of the Democratic
Party and quipped:
“We needg litttl)?uof his
ener; and al to
o 24 today.” i

ocal man Fergus
Kemp, himself an
ancestor of the
Jacksons, managed to
t an from
enator Kennedy. “I
didn’t even know he
was here untl I heard it
on the radio,” said Mr

other was a

ll ” I
274066 ||

iKemg, whose great
_§ran m
ackson.
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1, Price Sale

Starts Monday, 12th January
Open Wednesday, 14th 9.30 am.-1 pm.
38 CASTLE STREET, COMBER

Saturday, January 10, 1998 128th Year
- Price 28p (40p Republic of Ireland)
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UL

ULSTER'S |
T0P COLUMNGT]
D

Look closely. There's no hidden
extras in our return fares.

JERSEY*

AMSTERDAM  from €154 rtn from £165 rtn.
BERGEN from £274tn | MALAGAY from €248 rtn
BRUSSELS fom €154 | NICE from £194 rtn
COLOGNE from €179 | OSLO from €234 rtn
COPENHAGEN" from €217 | PALMA from £198 rtn
EAST MIDLANDS  from€99rn | PARIS from £154 rtn
FARQ* from €261 tn | PRAGUE from €224 rin
FRANKFURT  from£204 tn | ZURICH from £204 rn

Return fares from Belfast, including taxes.

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on

0345 554554
BW British Midland

The Airline for Europe

SQecial fases available on selected dates and flights. Subject to availabifity. Travel must
include a Saturday night stay. Fares include UK and foreign levied taxes
{exchange rates may vary). ° 14 days advance booking required for London Heathrow at
advertised fare level. tServices start wjc 29th March 1998. Calls are recorded.




